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Polaitíocht na hÉireann - The Irish Political System
Considering Ireland was an integral part of the United Kingdom up to 100 years ago it is notable that our political system is considerably different from Britian in many ways. Our method of voting, the parties we return to power and the structure of government all differ significantly from that which pertains in Britian. Our electoral system uses Proportional Representation (PR) in comparison to the first past the post system in Britian. Irish voters like stability and have consistently returned centre-right parties to government since the foundation of the state. Unlike Britian and the rest of Europe, a left wing or modern social democratic party has never been returned to power by the electorate. Unlike Britian, Ireland also has a written and codified constitution. And of course Ireland is a republic with a president as head of state whereas the United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy with a king or queen as head of state. 
The diagram shows the structure of government in Ireland.  Also detailed are the most common names and terms as Gaeilge used around politics - it is common to hear these repeated as Gaeilge in both Irish and English news bulletins and in political conversation in general.
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The overarching system of government is referred to as An tOireachtas. The Oireachtas consists of three constituent parts - the two houses of the Oireachtas and the President. Both Dáil Eireann (the lower house of parliament) and the Seanad (the upper house) are based at Leinster House (Teach Laighean) and the President works and lives at Áras an Uachtaráin in the Phoenix Park.
As Gaeilge - Is cumhachtaí an Dáil ná an tSeanad. Má ritear bille sa Dáil téann sé go dtí an Seanad. Is féidir leis an Seanad moill trí mhí a chur air. Téann sé ar ais go dtí an Dáil agus má ritear arís é caitheann an Seanad scaoileadh leis.
(In English - The Dáil is more powerful than the Seanad. When a bill is approved by the Dáil it goes to the Seanad. The Seanad may place a three month delay on it. It goes back to the Dáil and if the Dáil approves the bill again the Seanad must release the bill).
The Dáil has 174 TDs (Teachta Dála - literally Dáil deputies and like an MP in Britain) directly elected by the public (using PR) and the Seanad has 60 Seanadóirí (not directly elected by the public). The Speaker of the Dáil is known as the Ceann Comhairle. The Prime Minister is called the Taoiseach and his second in command is known as the Tánaiste (deputy prime minister). The government is known as An Rialtas. The Irish constitution (1937) is known as Bunreacht na hÉireann.
The main political parties are as follows :
Fianna Fáil - The Soldiers of Destiny. Founded in 1926 by Eamonn de Valera it has always been the predominant force in Irish politics.
Fine Gael - (meaning family of the Gael) Founded in 1933 it has always played second fiddle to Fianna Fáil.
Sinn Féin - (meaning We Ourselves) Established by Arthur Griffith in 1905 it is the oldest political party in Ireland. It polls very strongly in both parts of the island.
Na Daonlathaithe Sóisialta - The Social Democrats. The newest of the main political parties it was founded in 2015 and has polled well in recent local and general elections.
An Lucht Oibre - The Labour Party was formed in 1912 by Scottish socialist revolutionary James Connolly and English trade unionist James Larkin. It has lost a lot of support in recent years to Sinn Féin in the republic.
Na Glasraí - The Green Party was founded in 1981 and has sometimes participated in government as a minor coalition partner. Its support base was virtually wiped out at the 2024 general election.
All parties have an annual conference known as an Ard Fhéis.
Finally, Micheál Martin is definitely the current Taoiseach - he is not the tea sock as referred to by a recent UK prime minister.
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